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ANC^ACTIVIST TO VISIT 



^::Zl MONTREAL 



Ln Jung" i.iwiti tmnis Gold- 
berg was sentenced to life 
inprisonment in a South 
African prison. 

When he was sentenced, 
at the end of the Rivonia 
Trial, Denis was 31. Now 
he is 53. On Robben 
Island, Denis joined his 
ccjprades Nelson Mandela, 
Walter Sisulu, Raymond 
Mhlaba and other "lifers". 
Since 1971 his wife Esme 
had not been allowed to 
visit him despite repeated 
applications. His mother 
Annie, who died in 1975 was 
given permission to vist 
her son once (after she 
moved to England) in 1974. 
And in 1980 his father Sam, 
who had been his constant 
link with life outside, 
died in Johannesburg. 

Both Annie and Sam Gold- 
berg werelife-long politi- 
cal activists, members of 
the Ccxnnunist Party and 
participants in the nation- 
al liberation struggle in 
South Africa since the 
1930 's v^en they first came 
to the country, Annie ori- 
ginally from London, Sam 
fran Lithuania. Denis grew 
up in Cape Town in an atmo- 
sphere of heightened poli- 
tical consciousness, dis- 
cussion and activity. 

At Observatory Boys 
School, his athletic abili- 
ties developed as did his 
gift for the practical and 



scientific. He qualified 
as a civil engineer at the 
University of Cape Town and 
met and married Esme Boden- 
stein, a chaitpion swimmer 
and his match in every way. 
They both joined the Modern 
Youth Society which at- 
tracted young people of all 
national groups v^o wanted 
a change of government 
based on "one person, one 
vote". In 1955 Denis was 
among the founding members 
of Idle Congress of Demo- 
crats (COD) and was elected 
Treasurer. At the time, 
the COD worked for mass 
support for the Congress 
of the Pecple, and Denis 
helped to argue that West- 
ern Cape delegates attend 
the historic Kliotown con- 
ference in 1955, arriving 
despite police blockades. 



lorry breakdowns and imped- 
iments all the way of the 
journey. 

For those young years, 
Denis was practical and 
intrepid. He always 
believed and made others 
believe that obstacles were 
there to be overcame, and 
his enthusiastic cptimism 
infected those who worked 
with him. That optimism 
remained with him through 
all the horrors of South 
African prison existence. 

In his took "A Healthy 
Grave" James Kantor descri- 
bes his first meeting with 
Denis in Pretoria Maximum 
Security Prison. 

"When we were taken out 
for exercise I noticed that 
there was another detainee. 
The newcomer was a stocky 
well-built man... and walked 



QUOTES OF in a peculiar way... I heard 

a metallic noise and with 

THE WEEK 

X 

Julius Grey in Judicial 
Review of Administrative 
Action, commenting on the 
conservatism in Canadian 
courts: 

"In cases involving big 
insurance companies, the 
judge invariably held that 
it was the child who 
purposely threw himself 
under the car to get at the 
insurance money!" 



horror realized the reason 
for his peculiar gait. A 
length of thick, linked 
chain ran between his 
ankles... The chain was seme 
four feet in length and 
weighed over ten pcjunds. 
Although I had never seen 
him before he smiled at 
me. ..." 

Again, when Denis was 
brought to court in chains 
his spirit was high. Un- 

A 

Cont'd on p. 4 



2 Quid Novi 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 




Course Update - 
Winter Semester 

Because of unforeseen 
circumstances the faculty 
is unable to offer the sec- 
tion of Judicial Law & 
Evidence which was fo 5e 
taught by Mr. Lemyre. 

The new section of 

Insurance with Mr. Nicholl 
will be taught on Mondays 
and Tuesdays - 8:30 - 

10:00 A.M. 

Necessary changes will 
be entertained during 
course change week 

second semester. 



L.I.R.G. Thanks You 



L.I.R.G. would like to 
thank all bakers and all 
those with "sweet tooths" 
for their support of our 
Bake Sale. 

Proceeds collected to- 
talled $70.45. This con- 
tribution will ^o to bene- 
fit the publication of 
L.I.R.G. documents on 
Police Powers and Labour 
Law! 



Open House 

Thanks to all those v»rtio 
helped out with Open House. 
I couldn ' t have done it 
without you! Robert 

Snowdon, Rodney Garson, 
Holly Cullen and Philip 
Benstead. Thanks also to 
Helene Tessier and Alida 
Gualtieri for being there! 

Maria Battaglia 



Party To-Nite 1 ! 

at Thc«nson House at 

8:30 P.M. 

Black and White Party 

You must wear black or 
white or you will be 
subject to ridicule and 
degradation. 

Admission: $1.00 

N.B. : The number 

admitted will be limited to 
150 people, so get there 
early. This maximum will 
be enforced. 

Joe Starnino 

Your Social Co-ordinator 



Ctame Heet the I£A Council! 

Wednesday, Octoter 8th 
from 12-2 P.M. in the 
Common roan. Snacks and 
soft drinks will be served. 

Everyone welcome ! 



ISA TelephcMie 

The LSA has a new tele- 
phone number: 392-5509. 
Messages can be left for 
LSA Council members at that 
number. 



Forum National - KSS/SQ1 

Forum National and the 
McGill Student Society 
present Claude Duoras. 
Civic Party candidate to 
Mayor's Office, Wednesday, 
October 8,, 3:00 p.m., in 
the Union Ballroom. 



Tcdmid Class 

The Talmud is a caipend- 
ium of legal discussions 
which occurred over a 
period of about 500 years, 
and which date back sane 
2000 years. It touches a 
vast array of subjects 
including private and pub- 
lic law. 

The Talmud class will 
deal with subjects of 
general l^al interest, 
using original texts in 
English translation. 

Classes will be held every 
Wednesday. Come check it 
out! 

Wednesday, 1:00 P.M. 

Rm. 202 

Classes given by Prof. 
Lawrence Kaplan of McGill's 
Jewish Studies Department. 

EVERYONE WELCOME. NO 
BACKGROUND NEEDED. 



Guest Speciker 

Gordon Edwards, fran the 
Canadian Coal i it ion for 
Nuclear Responsibility, 
will be speaking on 
"Nuclear Waste Disposal: 
the legal and political 
issues", Wednesday, 12:00, 
Room 203. Be There! 
(Sponsored by L.S.R. ) 



Please Note 

You will make the life 
of the Quid typist much 
easier if you double space 
all articles when either 
writing or typing them. 

Thank you very much. 
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LETTERS 

TO THE EDITOR 



Dear Editor r 

After reading and consi- 
dering Ter^ Pether's edi- 
torial ( Quid Novi y October 
1) about the recent visit 
of Soviet lawyers to our 
Faculty, I find it neces- 
sary to state my fundament- 
al disagreement with his 
treatment of the basic 
issues at stake in this 
matter. In the last sent- 
ence of the editorial, Mr. 
Pether appears to equate 
questions which address the 
actual functioning of the 
Soviet legal system with 
"uninformed and boring 
rhetoric . ” Mr . Pether ' s 
principal contention is 
that such questions are 
"political" rather than 
"legal" and are "geared to 
elicit political debate 
rather than to elucidate 
the Soviet legal system. " 
Moreover, he views ques- 
tions of this sort as 
unfair because, according 
to him, they wrongly impli- 
cate Soviet law professors 
"in the activities of their 
leadership merely because 
they are Russians." 

Mr. Pether seems to have 
forgotten that what distin- 
guishes a legal order from 
a concent rafroFT camp (which 
can, of course, be governed 
by an enormously ccmplex 
system and hierarchy of 
rules ) is that the former 
alone is grounded upon the 
rule of law and not upon 
rule by force. A system 
which fails to respect 
human personality in the 
formulation and application 
of its rules may of course 
generate powerful orders 
that are complied with for 
reasons of self "interest. 
But these are not laws 
which ought to be obeyed as 
a matter of moral obliga- 



tion. Questions which con- 
cern this moral basis of a 
system — both in its 
theory and in its practice 
— are thus the legal ques- 
tions par excellence. 

One can readily agree 
with Mr Pether that, as 
lawyers, we should be vit- 
ally interested in becoming 
familiar with the rules of 
any legal system. But our 
inquiry must also be dir- 
ected to the reasons under- 
lying these rules ^and to 
their application as part 
of a livmg ana runctioning 
legal system. It might be 
possible, even without such 
investigation and question- 
ing, to be able to recite 
what the rules say or have 
said at a certain time and 
at a certain place, but 
this would be only a super- 
ficial and essentially 
mindless acquaintaince with 
the laws. It is the farth- 
est thing from knowledge of 
the laws. Studying the 
theory and practice of the 
' ustice of laws is studying 
aw Itself. Even Mr. 
Pether concedes that "laws" 
may be "empty words not 
worth the paper they are 
printed on." 

Mr. Pether is quite mis- 
taken in thinking that 
questions going to the 
justice of a legal system 
are unfair because they 
hold lawyers responsible 
for the activities of their 
political leadership. 

There is no such implica- 
tion. Lawyers are not 
being asked to justify 
political decisions of 
their government but rather 
to explain their roles and 
responsibilities as key 
participants in their legal 
system. It is not like 
asking us "to account for 



wny our nation has Indian 
reservations" but rather 
like asking us about the 
legal rights of Indians as 
ccxTpared to other Canadians 
and about our record, as 
lawyers, in living up to 
our responsibilities of 
protecting and strengthen- 
ing those rights. Just as 
rules do not deserve to be 
called laws unless they 
respect human personality, 
so practitioners do not 
merit the title "lawyer" or 
"judge" unless they exempl- 
ify fidelity to the rule of 
law. As lawyers, we cer- 
tainly have a legitimate 

and vital interest in find- 
ing out whether our Soviet 
counterparts "could do more 
(which assumes rather glib- 
ly that Soviet lawyers are 
already doing something) 
for the Shcharansky ( s ) in 
their midst." Far from 
being "confrontational," 
such questioning shows that 
we take our chosen vocation 
seriously. 

Finally, the editorial 
does not merely misunder- 
stand the nature of the 
issues at stake ; it also 
leaves the reader with the 
wrong impression as to v^at 
actually happened during 
the session in our Moot 
Court. There was not — as 
there shouldn't have been 
— any confrontation. Nor 
were there any questions 
which could be reasonably 
construed as "intentionally 
provocative." The fact of 
the matter is that, regret- 
tably, there was simply no 
genuine discussion. In- 
stead, the presentation 
began with a cheap rhetori- 
cal device of ridiculing — 
in order to stave off — 

even reasonable criticism 
of the single most import- 
ant defect of the Soviet 
legal system — namely that 
law and basic freedoms are 
at the mercy of the ruling 
group and that neither the 
independence of the judici- 

Cont'd on p. 7 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 



by Teresa Scassa 

Has anyone not noticced 
that everything in the law 
cafeteria is covered in 
plastic? Even the alleged 
coffee is crowned with a 
rigid version of the 20th 
century rnyth that if it's 
sealed in a petroleum by- 
product, it must be fresh. 

Apart from being hazard- 
ous to the health of those 
who can't tell the plastic 
from the fcxxl ("I can't 
believe I ate the whole 
thingl"), the plastic ven- 
eer of hygenic freshness is 
desperately misleading. 

The main point to be 
made about plastics is that 
they indicate the existence 
of a society that has pro- 
gressed beyond hacking bits 
of mammoth out of the 

§ ermafrost for a mid- 
ctober snack . Technology 
today has given us methods 
of transporting, preserv- 
ing, heating and preparing 
food that would dazzle the 
palate of your average 
neanderthal. 

That our cafeteria has 
chosen plastic as its only 
symbolic gesture of welccxne 
to modern civilization is a 
trifle saddening. That 
they have done it in such a 
blunt and unrealistic man- 
ner is a tragedy. A plas- 
tic wrapping does not turn 
left-over cow pieces stuf- 
fed between aging bread 
into a meal. 

Mind you, neither does 
idle bitching. That is why 
the student response to the 
cafeteria problem is so 
encouraging. The LSA has 
set up an ^ hoc committee 
to look into the cafeteria 
problem. Following a pre- 
liminary investigation into 
the contract, it will 
beccxne much clearer which 
lines of action will be 
most effective. Students 



should begin to think about 
what kind of food they 
would like to have provided 
and at what price. 

r 

In the interim, don't 
let yourselves be fooled. 
Not everything that's wrap- 
ped in plastic is food! 
Unfortunately, the book- 
stores shortage of certain 
casebooks would suggest 
that even seme professors 
are eating their words. 

ANC Activist to Visit 

Cont'd from p. 1 

daunted, he waved, smiling 
and shouting messages to 
his comrades. For his at- 
tempts at escaping he had 
suffered long spells in 
solitary confinement with- 
out meals. 

Letters from his wife 
had for years on end remai- 
ned undelivered. Yet an 
unflagging spirit inform^ 
his own letters to his 
family and to those of his 
friends whem he was still 
allowed to write to. While 
in prison he took 3 degrees 
with UNISA and kept up with 
current trends in many 
fields. 

On August 3, 1977, 

"Denis Goldberg and Seven 
Others" brought an action 
against the Minister of 
Ehrisons, General Willem du 
Preez and Brigadier Ferdin- 
and Gericke, for denying 
them their rights as set 
out in the Prison Act. 

The men had the utmost 
difficulty in bringing the 
action. Hiding behind the 
shield of "state security", 
the prison authorities 
placed every conceivable 
obstacle in their way and 
constantly threatened them 
with punishment. 



Cont'd on p* 5 
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ANC Activist to Visit 
Cont*d frcm p. 4 

In this case, Denis 
Goldberg's affidavit will 
remain an iirportant testi- 
mony to the conditions 
under \4iich political pri- 
soners in South Africa 
struggle. After describing 
their complaints in detail 
he stated: 

"Since 1964 I have rais- 
ed the matters explained 
of with various Ministers 
of Justice, Coirmissioners 
9f Prisons and the Conmand- 
ing Officers, and have even 
written to the Prime Mini- 
ster. I have made repre- 
sentations to judges and 
also to the Ccarmission on 
Penal Reform which rejected 
the memorandum signed by 
several of the applicants 
on the main ground that it 
was concerned with 'Penal 
Reform' and not 'Prison 
Reform'". (Such an appli- 
cation was also drawn up by 
Comrade Bram Fischer before 
his untimely death). In 
his legal dealings Goldberg 
reported that he had been 
refused permission to hand 
any documents over to his 
attorney, Mr. Tucker. All 
information and lengthy 
statements had to be read 
aloud to the attorney, and 
consultations had been pro- 
longed and hampered at 
every stage. Pr^ictably, 
the application failed in 
court. 

Denis' dedication to the 
liberation movement and his 
sense of personal discipl- 
ine are salient characteri- 
stics responsible for his 
joining UmiKhonto we Sizwe 
in 1961. He and his mother 
were detained after the 
Sharpeville massacre in 
March of that year. Upon 
his release from prison, he 
saw no other alternative 
than to join the military 
wing of the ANC. In 1963 
he went underground in 
order to serve on the High 
Command of MK. When the 
security police raided the 



cottage of the Rivonia 
house, Denis was there with 
the leaders. When he was 
sentenced to life imprison- 
ment in June 1964, Denis 
shouted to his wife in 
court: "Life, life to 

live". 

Anyone who cam>e into 
contact with Denis Goldberg 
was immediately encompassed 
by his warmth and corpas- 
sion. When Bram Fischer 
was ill, his comrades began 
to banp on the cell walls 
in unison demanding that 
someone stay with Bram 
overnight in his cell. The 
person deputed to do so was 
Denis, the practical, con- 
siderate and sensitive 
fellow prisoner who would 
knew v4iat to do for Bram, 
at that time already suf- 
fering from cancer. Just 
as Bram had himself been an 
inspiration to those who 
witnessed his courage, so 
had Denis inspired in the 
younger prisoners vtio came 
to Pretoria an admiration 
and strength of purpose. 

Denis Goldberg was 
recently released from pri- 
son. He has been invited 
to Canada by the Inter- 
national Defence and Aid 
Fund v\^ich provides legal 
assistance to South African 
political prisoners and 
meimbers of the African 
National Congress. 

Professor Cheng iah 

Ragaven, a South African 
who is on the Board of 
Directors of the Defence 
Fund, a veteran of the ANC 
and a professor of 
sociology at Concordia 
University, says that 
Goldberg's visit to the 
Hall Building (H-110) at 
Concordia on October 16 at 
2:00 P.M. will offer 

Montrealers an opportunity 
to gain first hand insight 
on the volatile situation 
in South Africa. 

For more information, 
contact: 

Gosnell Yorke at 

636-6725 

or 

Cheng iah Ragaven at 

848-2140 or 845-2154 



Words Of 

Wisdom 

"The best way to get a 
bad law repealed is to 
enforce it." 

Abraham Lincoln 

Reproduced frcoi the book 
"Ctourt Jesters'* by Peter V. 
MacDonald, Q.C. 

Mr. Justice R.A.F. 
Montgomery, of the Court of 
Queen's Bench of Alberta, 
tells of a robbery case he 
tried in Edmonton in June 
of 1984. The accused was 
the custemer of a very 
attractive twenty-year old 
prostitute, who testified 
at the trial as a Crown 
witness. Defence counsel 
cross-examined the woman 
trying to show how immoral 
- and presumably how unwor- 
thy of belief - she was. 

Q: "What were your earnings 
in August of 1983?" he 
asked. 

A: "Two thousand to three 

thousand per week." 

Q: "Of course, you would 

declare these earnings in 
your inceme tax return?" 

A: "No, I did not." 

Q: "Why not?" 

A: "Because I didn't rece- 
ive any T-4 slips." 



Stupid Questions 

Now isn't it true that 
when a person dies in his 
sleep, in imost cases he 
just passes quietly away 
and doesn't know anything 
about it until the next 
morning (When, presumably, 
he reads about it in the 
paper. )? 
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LSA COUNCIL MEETINGS 



uy Bettina Karpei 

Another year, another 
set of LSA Council meet- 
ings. And what exactly 
goes on at these meetings 
anyway? Well, if you can 
stand the excitement, the 
Quid will do its best to 
keep you informed. 

The first meeting of the 
full Council took place 
last Wednesday. Things got 
off to a quick start as the 
Council elected Tom Fried- 
land as its speaker, con- 
gratulated him and before 
he had time to breathe a 
thank-you, put him right to 
work. 

Teresa Scassa asked 
whether there was a way of 
changing the ISA Constitu- 
tion's provisions on refer- 
enda. Section 25.1 of the 
Constitution requires a 
fixed number of students 
for a majority vote on 
referenda. Teresa noted 
that with the declining 
student population it might 
be wiser to provide for a 
percentage majority rather 
than a fixed-number major- 
ity. In order to deal with 
this problem and any others 
which might arise concern- 
ing the new LSA Constitu- 
tion (passed last March) a 
motion was put on the floor 
to create an a^ hoc LSA 
Constitutional Caimittee. 
On second thought. Council 
members tabled the motion 
and decided to consider 
more seriously the mandate 
that such a canmittee would 
have. 

Council then ratified 
the membership of several 
LSA standing and ad hoc 
conn it tees and created a 
Cafeteria Ccxranittee, com- 
posed of Phillip Pike and 
Teresa Scassa, to look into 
upgrading the cafeteria 
facilities. 



Several groups within 
the faculty were granted 
official club status. This 
year official club status 
IS a requirement for ^A 
funding and any group which 
has requested funding 
should make sure that it is 
officially recognized by 
the LSA. 

Moving at an ever burn- 
ing pace. Council then 
heard from David Morley who 
reported on the progress of 
the Conputer Ccannittee. As 




37,2 Le Matin , de 
J.-J. Beineix (fr. 1986) 
Elysee I. 

II est difficile 
d'ecrire (^oi que ce soit 
sur un film de ce genre 
tenement il est desarmant. 
Dans son troisidme film 
(apres Diva et lune dans 
le caniveau ) , Te realisa- 
teur J.-J. Beineix combine 
son talent except iciKtel pour 
1 ' image avec un scenario 
schizophrenique qui passe 
de 1' humour le plus exquis 
au drame profond. Le 
resultat nous laisse un peu 
perplexe c^oique le travail 
de Beineix soit irrepro- 
chable. 

II s'agit en fait d'une 
histoire d' amour d'un type 
particulier entre un eeri- 
vain qui nie radicalement 
en etre un et une fille 
prete a tout qui n'a qu'un 



most ot you remember, last 
year the student body voted 
to allocate $7,000 from the 
ISA's accumulated surplus 
to the purchase of cerrpu- 
ters for the Faculty. The 
Dean has since agreed to 
contribute $8,000. With 
the $15,000 it has, the 
ccarputer cemmittee recem- 
mends the purchase of six 
"Student PC" computers (at 
$1,250 each) and three 
printers; the remaining 

Cont'd on p. 11 



but: publier le seul manu- 

scrit qu'il ait jamais 
ecrit. II s'ensuit une 
relation cahoteuse alimen- 
tee par la folie latente de 
Betty (la fille) qui se 
det^riorera au fil des 
sequences (un peu cemme 
dans L'Ecume des Jours de 
Boris Vian) jusqu ' au 

denouement tragique de la 
fin. Le role de I'ecrivain 
depasse par les evenements 
presente beaucoup de 
similitudes avec celui 
incame par Ben Gazzara 
dans Contes de la Folie 
Ordinaire. Quoiqu ' il en 
soit, en plus, une toile de 
fond solide, ce film ren- 
ferme des qualites 

indeniables telles qu'une 
texture d' image superbe, 
une tres belle photo et un 
sens de 1 'humour d§licieux; 
I'on sent cependant chez 
Beineix une crise 

d'identite qui n'est 
manifestement pas resolue 
avec 37,2 Le Matin . Sarme 
touted un film qui ne 
laisse pas indifferent, a 
voir absolument. 

P . S . Claus trophobes , 

evitez les mardis! 

Cote: 4/5 (Tres bon). 



Chroniques de film 
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Letters to the Editor 
Cont'd frcoi p. 3 

ary nor that of the legal 
profession is respected as 
a basic principle. The 
remainder of the session 
consisted of a series of 
speeches which documented 
in detail the "rights" 
Soviet citizens have in 
theory and which told us 
nothing about what they 
enjoy in reality. In an 
institution like ours v^ich 
is under an inperative to 
treasure and promote criti- 
cal discussion of any idea 
and of every legal order, 
this must be totally unac- 
ceptable. 

Peter Benson 

Dear Editor, 

curing this past summer 
I travelled to Nicaragua 
with a view to doing some 
free-lance journalism for 
the Globe and Mail . In the 
course of many of my inter- 
views I was frequently 
asked to urge my fellow 
North American lawyers to 
help to try to bring into 
the public debate on Nicar- 
agua a greater awareness of 
the vast project of consti- 
tutional reform currently 
underway in that country. 

As you may know, the 
present Nicaraguan govern- 
ment established last year 
a special Constitutional 
Conmission, proportionately 
represented by all recogni- 
zed political parties, with 
a two-year mandate to pro- 
duce a new Nicaraguan con- 
stitution. According to 
the Sandinista Government, 
this constitutional project 
provides conclusive evid- 
ence of the Sandinistas' 
intentions to forge a new, 
just, pluralistic, and 
democratic society in 
Nicaragua. Critics of the 
Government on the other 
hand, notably the main op- 
position parties, have 
already attacked the first 
draft Constitution produced 
by the Coimission as clear 
proof that the Sandinistas 



secretly seek to entrench 
constitutionally all sub- 
stantial power in the hands 
of a Sandinista Executive, 
thereby creating a perman- 
ent quasi-dictatorship. 

In my own view, the 
question of where truth 
lies in this debate is as 
difficult as it is inter- 
esting, and clearly requi- 
res an in-depth constitu- 
tional analysis of the 
present draft. The great- 
est tragedy is that one 
seldom hears or reads even 
a word about the whole 
reform process. 

I bring this to your 
attention because I believe 
sane students may be inter- 
ested in pursuing the sub- 
ject further. An essay on 
this topic would raise 
challenging issues with 
both caistitutional and 
international elements. 
Primary materials could 
undoubtedly be obtained 
from the Nicaraguan Embassy 
in Ottawa or directly from 
the Government in Managua 
(though the mail to Nicara- 
gua can take forever). 

If anyone is interested 
in further information, I 
can be reached: 

c/o WHITE & CASE 

1155 Avenue of the 

Americas 

New York, N.Y. 

10036 

Daniel Gogek 

Dear Editor 

Plusieurs auront ete 
surpris a la rentree de 
constater que les fumeurs 
seront desormais confines 
aux anciens locaux de la 
Revue de droit de McGill. 
Etant moi^meme fumeur, 
j ' accepte malgre tout cette 
decision democratique prise 
dans le but de preserver la 

? ualite de I'air pour tous 
es etudiants de la 
faculte. Mais encore faut- 
il que la solution choisie 



resolve effect ivement le 
probleme vise. Or, je suis 
force de constater que ce 
n'est pas le cas ici. En 
effet, conme les usage rs du 
fumoir ont aussi besoin 
d'air frais, les fenetres 
du local sont constamm^^nt 
ouvertes, ce qui a pour 
resultat de pousser la 
fumee dans le corridor ou 
elle est dispers§e un peu 
partout au gr§ des courants 
d'air. Et je n'ose pas 
envisager la situation 
lorsque le froid hivernal 
viendra s'ajouter aux 
ecarts de tenperature 
chroniques que nous subis- 
sons quotidiennement dans 
cette faculte. 

Trois possibilites peuv- 
ent *§tre envisagees pour 
solutionner ce probleme: 
1. On condamne les fenetres 
du fumoir; 2. On garde la 
porte du fumoir constamnent 
fermee; 3. On installe un 
systdme de ventilation 
independant pour evacuer la 
fumee vers I'exterieur. 
L'op^rtunite des deux 
premieres cptions me semb- 
lant douteuse, je serais 
d'avis d' adopter la troisi- 
eme. Remarquez que I'on 
pourrait toujours conpter 
sur les trous du plafond 
pour assurer la ventila- 
tion, mais j'ai toujours 
cru que leur presence eta it 
plus decorative que foncti- 
onnelle. 

Une question en termin- 
ant: est-ce pour que les 
fumeurs sentent moins qu'on 
les a isoles dans un fumoir 
que tous les cendriers ont 
disparu du local? Enfin, 
si rien n'est fait pour 
ameliorer le fumoir, nous 
pourrons toujours nous 
cacher dans les toilettes! 

Denis Godbout 

Dear Editor, 

In past weeks, there has 
been much heated discussion 
(if not condemnation) with 

Cont'd on p. 8 
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H ow to Make Money 

and Influence People 



by Jason NOgg 

Win the lottery? Kill 

your rich uncle? You're a 
washed-up-but-asp i r ing-to- 
be-recycled-Liberal-hack 
who is thinking about 
writing your menoirs. 
(Stuck for a title? Why 

not call it "The 

Bullinaker", "Straight from 
da Lip" or "Up the Creek"?) 
"Well, no" you thinks, "my 

friends would never talk to 
me the same again". 

Hmm, well maybe you 
might consider getting 
elected Speaker of the 
House of Cannons, marrying 
Ronald Reagan or becoming 
Ga^ Carter ' s new 

hairdresser. 

"But that's not it 
either", you think "the 
conversation would be more 
intelligent on Romper Room, 
and the sex would probably 
not approach anything I've 
seen at the botany 
laboratory, and, besides, 
who wants to deal with the 
creeps who write for the 
Journal de Montreal . 

Perhaps you could 
manufacture plutonium 

day-glo hairspray, or 
wrassle gators in Alabama 
or finetune the theory of 
relativity;. But it|s 
understandable that this 
would leave you 

unsatisfied. The guestion 
"Would I really be 
contributing to the 
national econory?" would 
undoubtfully plague you. 

Well, you could win fame 
and fortune in any of these 
ways (and I just know that 
at least sane of you are 
itchin' for the day ole 
Nancy pops off). Or you 
could be (ugh) 

conventional. C'mon now. 



you know it's gotta happen 
some time. You know your 
mother was right. You'd 
better GET A JOB! 

"No sweat!" you think. 
Well, that ain't necessari- 
ly so. Should you wear 
white socks to the inter- 
view? Will they go with 
the yellow polka-dot ties 
and your hard-line orthodox 
Marxist ideologue views? 
More inportantly, will they 
match the wallpaper at 
McCarthy and McCarthy? 

The answers to those 
questions and many more 
concerning the serious 
business of securing your- 
self a future beyond law 
school can be found in 
Peter Hoffman's debut pub- 
lication entitled The 
Career Handbook for Law 
Students , now available aF 
the bookstore . Seriously 
folks, if you contemplate 
any kind of future after 
law school (although the 
book has a decidedly co^- 
orate-carmercial law firm 
slant) this book amy prove 
invaluable for you, and 
certainly well-worth the 
$5.00 price. Mr. Hoffman 
has done a commendable job 
in gathering information 
and compiling it in this 
guide. It is a long-over- 
due service to McGill law 
students, towards v^om it 
is especially geared. You 
will find in it a wealth of 
very practical information 
about articling, bar scho- 
ols, specific law firms, 
the interviewing and appli- 
cation processes and extra- 
legal careers. Because 
this book is made for 
McGill students, it pro- 
vides detailed information 
on career possibilities in 
every jurisdiction in 
Canada and the United 
States . 



So in light of the facts 
that 1) Ronald Reagan will 
probably croak before 
Nancy; 2) the M.P. 's have 
no intention of working 
another eleven hour day in 
their lives and; 3) the 
Mets always give their 
M.V.P. a curling iron, buy- 
ing Hoffman's book might 
well be the brightest thing 
you've done since you sold 
your shares in Dome Petro- 
leum. 

P.S. The Author informs me 
that on his next tour of 
the area he will be more 
than happy to personally 
autograph your copy. 



Letters to the Editor 
Cont'd frcm p. 7 

regard to the quality of 
food offered to the 
students by the cafeteria. 
The I£A would like you to 
knew that your cries have 
not gone unnoticed and that 
steps have been taken to 
rectify the situation. In 
an effort to silence the 
lamventations of ill-fed 
students, a Cafeteria 
Committee, consisting of 
Teresa Scassa (who else?) 
and Riilip Pike, has been 
established. The Comini ttee 
will be reporting to the 
LSA Council on a monthly 
basis and their findings 
will be duly transmitted to 
you via the Quid Novi . Any 
cotinents or suggestions 
should be addressed 
directly to either Teresa 
or Philip. 

Maria Battaglia 
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Le Code de 

Les oontxats. 

42. Si un hoinme a pris a 
ferme un champ pour le 
cultiver et si dans ce 
chanp, il n'a pas fait 
pousser de ble, on le con- 
vaincra de n' avoir pas 
travaille le cha^, et il 
donnera au proprietaire du 
chanp selon le rendement du 
voisin. 

43. S'il n'a pas cultive 
le chairp et I'a laisse en 
f riche, il donnera du ble 
au proprietaire selon le 
rendement du voisin, et le 
champ qu'il a laiss§ en 
f riche, il le rompra en 
terre cultiv^e, I'ensemen- 
cera et le rendra au pro- 
prietaire. 

44. Si un homme a pris a 
ferme pour trois ans une 
terre inculte pour I'ouvrir 
s'il s'est repose et n'a 
pas ouvert la terre ; - la 
quatrieme annee il devra la 
rcxrpre en champ laboure , 
louer et ensemencer et 
rendre au proprietaire, et 
lui mesurer 10 gur de ble 
par 1 bur de superf icie. 

45. Si un homme a afferme 
son champ a un laboureur 
pour un revenu et s'il a 
deja regu ce revenu, quand 
ensuite un orage inonde le 
chanp et emporte la mois- 
son, le dcanmage est pour le 
laboureur. 

46. S'il n'a pas regu le 
revenu de son champ, et 
s'il avait afferme pour 
moitie ou tiers, proprie- 
taire et laboureur par- 
tageront proport ionnelle- 
ment le ble qui se trouvera 
dans le champ. 

48. Si un hcmme a ete 
tenu par une ^obligation 
productive d'int^ret, et si 
1 ' orage a inonde son chanp 
et enporte la moisson, ou 
si faute d'eau, le ble n'a 
pas pousse dans le chanp — 
dans cette annee, il ne 



Hammour abi 

rendra pas de ble au crean- 
cier, trenpera dans I'eau 
sa tablette, et ne donnera 
pas I'interet de cette 
annee . 

49. Si un hcmme a 
enprunte de 1 'argent d'un 
negociant, et a donne au 
negociant un chanp culti- 
vable en ble ou sesame en 
disant "cultive le champ, 
recolte et prends bl^ ou 
sesame qui s'y trouveront", 
quand le cultivateur aura 
fait venir ble ou sesame 
dans le chanp, lors de la 
moisson, le maitre du chanp 
prendra ble ou sesame qui 
s'y trouveront, et donnera 
au negociant du ble pour 

1 ' argent , les interets de 
celui-ci et les frais de 
culture. 

50. S'il s'agit d'un 
chanp de ble cultive ou 
d'un chanp de sesame cul- 
tive et qu'il a donne au 
negociant, le maitre du au 
chanp prendra le ble ou 
sesame qui se trouve dans 
le champ, et rendra argent 
avec interets au nego-gent 
ciant. 

51. S'il n'a pas d'argent 
pour restituer, il donnera 
au negociant du sesame, ra 
selon le tarif du roi, pour 
la valeur de son argent our 
avec interets, enprunte au 
negociant. 

52. Si le cultivateur n'a 
pas fait venir dans le n'a 
chanp ble ou sesame, il 
( 1 ' emprunteur ) n ' annule pas 
(pour cela) ses obliga- pas 
tions. 

60. Si un homme a donne a 
un jardinier un chanp pour 
etre amenage en verger, si 
le jardinier plante le si 
verger, et le soigne pen- 
dant quatre ans ^ - la 
cinquieme annee, maitre du 
verger et jardinier par-du 
tageront a parts egales; le 
maitre du verger determin-; 
era la part qu'il prendra 



(3eme partie) 

64. Si un homme a donne 
son verger a exploiter a un 
jardinier, pendant que ne 
celui-ci soigne le verger, 
il donnera au proprietaire 
deux tiers du rapport du , 
verger et prendra lui-meme 
un tiers. 



?. (non numerote) (d'apres 
Cug (E.)), Notes d'epigra- 
phie et de papyrologie 
j ur iq iques , Nou ve 1 le Revue 
historique de Droit fran- 
^is et Stranger, 1980, p. 

Si quelqu'un a atprunte 
de 1' argent chez un nego- 
ciant et si ce negociant 
I'a presse, et si de quoi 
rendre il ne lui est pas, 
(mais) son verger, de la 
plantation au negociant a 
offert et (des dattes tout 
autant dans le verger qu'il 
s'en trouve, pour ton 
argent prends-en), lui a 
dit - ce negociant s'il ne 
consent pas, les dattes qui 
dans le verger se trouvent, 
le proprietaire du verger 
(les) prendra - argent et 
interets selon la teneur de 
sa tablette au negociant 
rendra, et les dattes exce- 
dantes qui dans le verger 
se trouveront, le proprie- 
taire du verger (les) pren- 
dra. 
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Placement Centre 



This being the first 
submission to the Quid Novi 
from the Placement Centre, 
Mr. Andre Lemiux and Mrs. 
Suzanne Higgins vy^lcome new 
students to the Faculty ^d 
welccme back the returning 
students. For those of you 
who are not aware, the 
Faculty of Law maintains a 
very active Placement 
Centre which is situated in 
Roan 109 of the annex of 
(Xra. The postings receiv- 
ed fran various law firms, 
businesses. Federal and 
Provincial authorities, 
clerkships, etc. for emp- 
loyment opportunities for 
law students are posted 
there. A comprehensive 
study was prepared this 
suitmer of legal firms in 
Quebec, and the product of 
this study should be avail- 
able in the near future. 
Records are maintained also 
of positions available with 
many legal firms in Canada. 
These files are kept and 
are available to students 
through the Admissions 
Office, Room 14, OCEti. 
Short seminars are present- 
ed frcm time to time ^ Mr. 
Andre Lemieux on curriculum 
vitae preparation and stud- 
ents are asked to check 
with Mrs. Higgins in the 
Admissions Office as to the 
schedule for these semin- 
ars. A Career Day is 
normally held during the 
academic year v^ereby law" 
firms are represented and 
provide information to stu- 
dents interested in doing 
stages with the various 
firms. The date for this 
year has not as yet been 
established, but the 
details will be announced 
as soon as they becone 
available. Students are 
invited to feel free to 
visit the Placement Centre 
and to see Mr. Lemieux or 
Mrs. Higgins should they 
require further informa- 
tion. 



QUEBEC 

BRISSET BISHOP EAVIDSON 
have an owning for a stu- 
dent seeking a stage ccm- 
mencing May 1988. They 
seek someone who has an 
interest in Maritime and 
Corrmercial Law. Bilingual- 
ism a definite asset. Cur- 
riculum Vitae should be 
forwarded to Mr. Robert 
Cypihot before October 15, 
1986. Refer to Posting 
#5. 

/^plications are pre- 
sently being considered by 
PASCAL, GARONCE, COHEN, 
DEVINE & LEITER from stud- 
ents In their penultimate 
year v4io are seeking an 
articling position comnenc- 
ing May 1988 and possibly 
employment during the sum- 
mer of 1987. Interested 
students should forward to 
Mr. Marc Ian Leiter their 
C.V. 's and transcripts of 
their marks. Refer to 
Posting #10. 
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Montreal lawy^i^ Emile 
Colas has joined the 
anti-abortionists in 
their fight against 
Justice Minister Herbert 
Marx. He will invoke 
constitutional arguments 
in an effort to annul 
the stay of proceedings 
effected by the 
minister. Colas has 
previously represented 
On tar io ' s f rancophones 
on constitutional issues 
and helped found the 
Montreal Legal Aid 
Bureau. 



The firm of SPIEGEL, 
SOHMER is presently accept- 
ing applications frcan law 
students conmencing their 
2nd, 3rd or 4th years of 
law school regarding: 
part-time for academic year 
1986/87, summer 1987, sta- 
giaire 1988. Interested 
persons should forward 
C.V. 's and marks to Ms. 
Katrin Nakashima. Refer to 
Posting #11. 

Third and fourth year 
students are invited to 
submit their application 
for a summer 198/ position 
and stage 1988 with the 
firm of GASCON, GIBSON, 
LAROSE. Refer to Posting 
# 11 . ~ 



ONTARIO 



The firm of PARISIEN- 
MICHAUD is seeking a stagi- 
aire for 1987/88. This 
Hawkesbury, Ontario firm is 

Cont'd on p* 11 



U R R I 



South Africa's highest 
court ruled that the 
indefinite detention of 
thousands of people, 
held without charge, was 
legal. In a state of 
emergency, the Court 
held that President 
Botha in invoking the 
Public Safety Act, did 
not exceed his consti- 
tutional powers. 

- In Kapuskasing, Ontario, 
two residents are chal- 
lenging the validity of 
a municipal by-law that 
declares the town to be 
bilingual. Hiring 

policy new considers 
bilingualism an asset 
where the position 
requires contact with 
the general public. 
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ISA Ccxincil M eetin gs 
Cont'd from p. 6 

noney is to go towards the 
repair and upgrading of the 
existing Apple ccfnputers. 
Gary Bell added that the 
Ccmnittee consider the pos- 
sibility of having a French 
keyboard for one of the 
coTputers . 

The discussion continued 
with the report of the V.P. 
University Affairs, Fran- 
cois Longpre . Frangois 
mentioned that he was busy 
on the McGill Students' 
Society Council, particu- 
larly because of an issue 
concerning a proposed hike 
in tuition fees. The pro- 
posal to increase fees by 
$500 a year until 1990 when 
fees will be at $2,500 a 
year is the subject of a 
joint MSS-McGill University 
Administration brief v^ich 
was presented to the gov- 
ernment and which will be 
discussed in the very near 
future. Although all other 
university student organi- 
zations have opposed such a 
fee hike, MSS has decided 
to go along with the pro- 
posal and tdius has created 
quite a bit of cctnmotion. 
Frangois proposed that the 
LSA Council adopt a motion 
stating firmly that the LSA 
disassociates itself ccxn- 
pletely fran MSS's endorse- 
ment of the proposal. 
There was much discussion 
among Council members on 
the mportance of access to 
education and the belief 
that McGill must not become 
an elitist institution. 
Despite the fact that Coun- 
cil members would have 
liked to make a positive 
contribution to the pro- 
posal (for example, by sug- 
gesting means of ensuring 
that any fee hikes are 
refunnelled into the 
university and that finan- 
cial aid is adjusted to the 
higher fees) there was no 
time to do so since the 
joint brief will be discus- 
sed very soon. The motion 
to disassociate ourselves 



completely frcm the brief 
was passed almost unani- 
mously. 

At this point. Council 
ran out of time (and pati- 
ence) and it was quickly 
decided that the LSA Budget 
Meetings would be held on 
Tuesday, October 14th 
beginning at 7:00 P.M. and 
Wednesday, October 15th 
from 12-2 P.M. 







PLACEMENT CENTRE 
Cont'd frcm p. 10 

a general practice law 
firm. They require a bili- 
ngual candidate who must 
have an autarobile. C.V. 's 
should be forwarded to Me 
Michel Paris ien a.s.a.p. 
Refer to Posting #8. 

NOVA SOOTIA 

An updated resume of the 
firm MacINTOSH, MacDONNELL 
& MacDC^vIALD of New Glasgow 
has been placed in the Cen- 
tre. 

NOTICE 

Once again this year the 
Law Institute of the Paci- 
fic Rim is accepting nomi- 
nations for the Australian 
Summer Program. Our Facul- 
ty has t>een invited to 
participate in the competi- 
tion for places in the 
summer 1987 program. This 
program offers law students 
an opportunity to gain 
legal working experience 
during the summer in 
Australian law firms. 
Second, third and fourth 
year students are invited 
to submit their C.V. 's, 
transcripts and applica- 



tions to Mr. Andre Lemieux 
( Admiss ions Of * i ce ) no 
later than Noveirber 12, 
1986. 

Suzanne Higgins 
October 2, 1986 
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trap of a man's body. 
Mackenzie just notes that 
Chaney always was "a little 
different" . The secretary 
is fired. 

So there we have it! 
Just like "Hill Street 
Blues", "L.A. Law" pretends 
to be gritty and realistic. 
And just like "Hill Street 
Blues", it suffers the same 
fate. Although the show 
does present some relevant 
legal issues, it does so 
with plots and characters 
and settings that are 
simply too absurd. There 
is so much reality crammed 
into a day in the lives of 
the lawyers at Mackenzie, 
Breckiten & Chaney that the 
show ultimately becomes 
fake. What a depressing 
encounter with the tube 
"L.A. Law" is. I'd rather 
watch "Matlock". 
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L.A. LAW- 0, MATLOCK- 1 



by Terry Pether 

There's a new show on 
T.V. this fall from the 
same people who gave us 
"Hill Street Blues' . It's 
called "L.A. Law", and it 
is one ugly hour of tele- 
vision. V^ile a divorce 
lawyer begs for his life in 
front of a starter pistol 
brandished by an unsatis- 
fied client and his secre- 
tary runs about the office 
poisoning the air with 
Lysol spray, a senior part- 
ner (Chaney) of MacKenzie, 
Breckman and Chaney lies 
rotting face first in a 
plate of microwaved slop, 
i^parently, he suffered a 
heart attack over the tax 
code scxnetime during the 
weekend. 

But life goes on in the 
trendy offices of this 
firm, the setting for "L.A. 
Law". One jerk (the char- 
acter we're weekly supposed 
to despise) is only con- 
cerned about who gets the 
recently vacated office and 
about vrtio is going to fin- 
ish the lucrative L^wis 
audit. Another fellow 
wants to know vrtiy the sec- 
retaries are not invited to 
the boss' party. He is 
told that "that's what 
conpany picnics are for". 
This is the handsome young 
criminal lawyer who will be 
constantly torn between his 
obligations to "the system" 
and his revulsion at his 
own scumbag clients. We 
are also introduced to a 
sleazy divorce lawyer (the 
one earlier shot at ) and 
to an idealistic litigation 
lawyer \4io is warned to 
leave her nickel and dime 
clients to storefront law- 
yers in polyester suits. 
These lawyers ' cases occupy 
most of the show. 



The criminal lavyer is 
ordered by his firm to 
defend the strung-out son 
of a rich client. This 
spoiled brat ccnsiders 
"totally bogus" charges 
that he and two others 
raped, beat, sodcxnized and 
threw into a garbage dumper 
a terminally ill cancer 
patient. When the public 
defenders assigned to the 
co-accused fail to win the 
continuances they need to 
delay the trial beyond the 
witness' life expectancy, 
they decide to portray the 
victim as a dying woman out 
for one last walk on the 
wild side. Our lawyer is 
disgusted. His colleagues 
retort ccanfortably, "Hey! 
We're not the Fed Cross." 

The divorce lawyer 
manages to transform his 
client's amiable divorce 
settlement into a bitter 
financial squabble. Unable 
to accept that any divorce 
is friendly and convinced 
that he will be thanked 
later, this smoothy's 
strategy is to take his 
client to lunch (he'll 
subsequently bill her) in a 
restaurant where she cannot 
scream v^en he presents her 
with the evidence frcm the 
private investigation he 
took upon himself to 
engage. The evidence, in 
this case, consists of 
photos of her husband 
sixty-nining by the pool 
and doctored statements of 
income. Of course, Mr. 
Infidelity agrees to a more 
generous settlement after 
his wife screams at him to 
"chew on those numbers you 
impotent piece of snot!" 

Finally, the litigation 
lawyer goes after an 
insurance ccnpany that 
refuses to pay for the 
treatment of a mother who 
is eventually hospitalized 
for a brain tumour 



operation. It is her 
intention to establish a 
causal link between that 
serious ailment and the 
i nsurance cotpany ' s 
heartless lack of coverage. 
This dedicated lawyer has 
no life outside of the 
office. She is proud to 
confront the pigheaded 
insurance company official 
who declares his hatred for 
"butch lady lawyers". 

These three cases are 
the show's sub-plots, woven 
together only by the mutual 
professional cynicism and 
personal crises of the 
lawyers. The firm's most 
senior partner, MacKenzie, 
is the only breath of fresh 
air in the otherwise glocmy 
atmoshpere that pervades 
the office. His wise 
counselling and serene 
manner are exclusively 
responsible for holding 
together a firm whose 
partners and associates are 
constantly at each others ' 
throats . 

Still, nothing phases 
these people. For example, 
everyb^y just stands 
around and cracks jokes 
while Chaney's wide-eyed 
corpse is removed awkwardly 
fron the premises, having 
long since stiffened tc a 
slouched over seating posi- 
tion. And at the dead 
guy ' s funeral , MacKenz ie 
si^ up the life of his ex- 
pired friend in one word - 
"fiduciary". Then a tear- 
ful secretary who had met 
Chaney in a gay bar ccmes 
forward to praise the hith- 
erto-unknown-to-be homo- 
sexual for his courage and 
kindness in metaphorically 
coming to terms with his 
own confused sexuality by 
bankrolling the "operation" 
that released this tall and 
deep-voiced woman from the 
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